
Vermont

A.  STATE-AT-A-GLANCE
  

1) Program Operation State operated

2) Number of Local Offices
(excluding Agencies under
Cooperative Agreements)

5 regional offices

3) Type of Agencies with
Cooperative Agreements

Other state agencies (SRS, Medicaid, etc.); Family Courts

4) Uniform Interstate Family
Support Act

No (not yet)

5) Agreements With Tribal
Entities

No

6) Age of Majority for
Termination of Support

18, unless secondary education included in order

(15 VSA 658 (c); 1 VSA 173)

7) Statutes of Limitation:

• • Collection of Past Due
Support

6 years from youngest child’s reaching age of majority or after
postsecondary education if included in order  (15 VSA 606 (c))

• • Paternity
Establishment

age 21 of child  (15 VSA 302 (b))

• • Dormancy Revival/Renewal
Possible [yes/no]

Yes.

(OCS Issue Sheet 95-02)

8) Guidelines Income shares (15 VSA 650, 654, 656)

9) Interest Rates on Any support amount or installment shall become a judgment on
the date it becomes due for the purpose of calculating interest (15
VSA 606(b))

• • Missed Payments  10% of amount in arrears for 30 days or longer if court
determines arrearage was willful

• • Retroactive Support see above

• • Adjudicated Arrearage see above

10) Arrearage Collections for Non-
minor Child(ren)

Yes

11) Distribution Scheme

• •  AFDC Arrears First to current support (proportionately among multiple cases);
then to Non-AFDC arrears (proportionately among multiple
cases); then to AFDC arrears (proportionately among cases);
except for IRS intercepted funds, which apply first to AFDC
arrears.



• • Non-AFDC Arrears See above.

12) Procedures Regarding Medical
Support Using Income
Withholding 

Yes.  When there is a medical support order and employment
related group health insurance, employers are required to withhold
insurance premiums and pay the insurance company. (33 VSA
4109)

13) New Hire Reporting Voluntary new hire reporting program. (Act 210 of 1994, section
132)

14) Recovery of Costs Elected
Under State Plan

No. (Except non-IV-D $5.00 processing charge recovered from
obligee).

15) Recovery of Costs for Initiating
State 

Yes

16) Long-Arm Statute/s Citation/s Yes. 12 V.S.A.  913

17) Automated Locate Resources Department of Employment and Training, Department of Motor
Vehicles, Tax Department, IV-A Agency, Credit Bureaus

18) Enforcement Options

• • State Income Tax
Refund Intercept

Yes. (32 VSA chapter 151)

• • License  Revocation/
Suspension

Yes. (15 VSA 798, Driver’s license; 15 VSA 795, Professional
licenses)

• • Administrative Liens Yes. (15 VSA 791)

• • Property Seizure &
Sale

Yes. (12 VSA Chapter 121, Trustee Process; 12 VSA Chapter
123, Attachment of Property)

• • State Funds/Benefits
(please specify)

Unemployment benefits, worker’s compensation (Labor and
Industry), state tax refunds.(15 VSA 653 (5)(A)(1); 15 VSA 780
(9); 15 VSA 704)

• • Other (please specify) Vermont and Tri-State Lottery winnings.(15 VSA 792); Credit
Bureau reporting (15 VSA 793); Assets held in escrow (15 VSA
796); Civil penalties (15 VSA 797)

19) Spousal Maintenance Orders
(specify yes or no)

Yes, but only in URESA cases as non-IV-D cases (See OCS Issue
Sheets 92-30, 92-31, 92-32) in OCS attorney’s role as deputy
state’s attorneys for URESA cases.

• • Establish Yes; only in non IV-D URESA cases.

• • Enforce Yes; either in non IV-D URESA cases or when there is a child
support obligation on the case.

• • Modify Yes; either in non IV-D URESA cases or when there is a child
support obligation on the case.

20) Current Spouse/Partner No.



Information Required

B.  UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT

1) State Code Citation Not yet enacted in Vermont.

2) Effective Date

3) Adopted Verbatim?  If no, list
differences.

4) Repeal URESA? 

5) Repeal IWW? 

 
 
C.  INCOME WITHHOLDING

1) Income Withholding
Terminology

Wage Withholding.(15 VSA 780)

2) Income Withholding
Procedures

• • State Withholding
Limits

Same as Consumer Credit Protection Act (15 U.S.C. 
1673(b). (15 VSA 785, 787, 789)

• • Fee Charged  by
Employers

May withhold not more than $5.00 per month from obligor’s
wages for administrative costs. (15 VSA 787 (b))

• • Date to Remit Within seven working days of withholding. (15 VSA 787 (a)(2))

• • Penalty Liability for the amount required to be withheld.

3) Definition of Employer Any employer or payer of wages of any type to the obligor. (15
VSA 780)

4) Included Income Wages is any compensation paid or payable for personal services,
whether designated as wages, salary, commission, bonuses or
otherwise, and shall include periodic payments under pension or
retirement programs, workers’ compensation or insurance policies
of any type. (15 VSA 780 (9))

5) Excluded Income Needs based income such as ANFC (AFDC), SSI, VA disability.
(33 VSA 3902 (e), 3903 (1))

6) Direct Income Withholding for
Unemployment Compensation,
include address

No.

7) Direct Income for Workers’ No.



Compensation, include address

8) Direct Income Withholding,
other income sources subject to,
include address

None.

9) Direct Income Withholding, list
Other Income Sources NOT
subject to

All.

10) Federal Withholding  (See
Federal Pay Agents Section)

IV-D Directors need not answer this question.

11) Procedures for Contesting
Income  Withholding

By filing an objection with the court within 20 days of receiving
the withholding petition. (15 VSA 781, 782, 783)

12) Arrearages through Income
Withholding

Yes, not to exceed 25% of obligor’s support obligation existing at
the time of issuing the wage withholding order. (15 VSA 789(d))

13) Enforcing Against Non-
Resident Obligor Asset/Income

Yes.

14) Exception to Immediate
Withholding

Yes. If the court finds good cause not to order immediate wage
withholding, or the parties have entered into an alternative
arrangement by written agreement which is affirmatively stated in
the order. (15 VSA 781(a))

15) Multiple Obligations
Withholding Priorities

• • Policy Amounts allocated among obligations through proration, giving
priority to current support. (OCS Procedures Manual Section
2603.b)

• • Priority Child Support wage withholding has priority over other legal
process against the same wages. (15 VSA 789 (b))

• • Assistance
OCS Customer Service Unit, 802-241-2713.

• • Allocation
Yes, we will assist an employer in allocating multiple withholding
orders.   First to current support, then to Non-ANFC arrears, then to
ANFC arrears, proportionately among cases in all cases. (45 CFR
302.51)

D.  PATERNITY

1) Interstate Paternity Procedures OCS serves putative father and attempts to settle case by
stipulation.  If paternity contested, OCS conducts genetic testing
and contacts initiating agency to coordinate arrangements.

 Consent Orders Obtained Yes

2) Uniform Parentage Act No

3) Uniform Act on Blood Testing No



4) Parentage Order Available
Without Order for Support

Yes

5) Custody/Visitation Addressed
Subject to Tribunal’s
Jurisdiction

Yes, generally.  They must be  resolved before child support is
ordered.

6) Genetic Test Results as
Presumption of Paternity

Rebuttable presumption..

 Threshold Probability exceeds 98%.

7) Paternity Acknowledgment as
Presumption of Paternity
(Rebuttable/Conclusive)

Rebuttable.

8) Marriage as Presumption of
Paternity

Yes. Rebutted by other evidence, usually the results of genetic
testing.

9) Putative Father’s Name on
Birth Certificate, Effect of

Not a presumption in Vermont, but accepted from states where it
does create a rebuttable presumption.

10) Other Statutory  Presumptions Yes. Alleged parent fails to submit to blood test without good
cause; voluntary acknowledgment of parentage; probability that
alleged parent is biological parent exceeds 98% as established by
scientifically reliable genetic test. (15 VSA 308)

11) Recognition of Common Law
Marriage

No

12) Personal Appearance of
Witness or Custodial Parent
Required

Only in contested cases as ordered by the court.

 Acceptable Methods of
Testimony

A defendant who does not file an answer may enter an appearance
in writing, and may be heard on issues of child custody, visitation
and support.

13) Long-Arm Statute 12 V.S.A.  913

14) Assistance to Other States
Using Their Long-Arm Statutes

• •  Service of Process Yes.

• • Genetic Testing Yes.

15) Recovery of Genetic Testing
Costs for Other States

No, not routinely awarded.

E.  SUPPORT ORDER ESTABLISHMENT

1) Interstate Procedures Judicial process.

2) Income Considered for Setting Income from any source, included but not limited to income from



Support salaries, wages, commissions, royalties, bonuses, dividends,
severance pay, pensions, interest , trust income, annuities, capital
gains, social security benefits, workers’ compensation,
unemployment insurance benefits, disability insurance benefits,
gifts, prizes and spousal support actually received.  Income from
non income producing assets over $10,000 other than primary
residence and not more than $15,000 of a motor vehicle’s value.
(15 VSA 653 (5)(A)(1))

3) Criteria for Rebuttal Ability to pay; deviation factors (15 VSA 659)

4) Support Order for Prior
Periods

Yes; establish support to date obligor would have known the child
was his.

 
 

F.  ENFORCEMENT
(Note:  If multiple orders, see Part “G”)

I.  ENFORCING  YOUR OWN ORDER

1) Enforcement for Non-Resident
Family

Same as for resident family.

2) Administrative Procedures and
Remedies Available

Yes. Tax refund offset, lottery offset, reporting to a credit bureau,
professional license non-renewal, arrearage judgment liens.

3) Judicial Procedures and
Remedies Available with
Registration

Wage withholding, driver’s license suspension, 10% penalty; posting
security, bond or guarantee, holding assets in escrow, state criminal
prosecution, trustee process, UCC filings, IRS full collection., state
and federal criminal enforcement.

II.  ENFORCING OTHER  STATES’ ORDERS

4)         Administrative Procedures and
Remedies Available Without
Registration

Wage withholding.

5)         Judicial/Administrative
Remedies with Registration

All remedies available to Vermont cases.

6)         UIFSA/URESA Registration and
Enforcement Procedure

No UIFSA registration yet; Vermont operates under RURESA.
After enforcement order is entered, pursues enforcement as in a
Vermont case.

7)         Judicial Procedures Required
after Registration

None.

8)         Uniform Enforcement of Foreign
Judgments Act Citation 15 VSA  385



G.  MODIFICATION/REVIEW & ADJUSTMENT OF ORDERS

1) Jurisdiction Requirements URESA

2) Modification Procedures OCS reviews for modification NPA orders at the request of either
parent at any time; PA orders every 3 years. Modifications may be
upwards or downwards, and medical support is included in review
and in modification.  (45 CFR 303.8)

3) Criteria for Modification A modification may be requested by either parent from the court
upon the showing of a “real, substantial and unanticipated change
in circumstances.” (15 VSA 660, 668)

4) Criteria for Change of
Circumstances

A difference of more than 10% between current obligation and
new obligation.  (15 VSA 660 (b), (c)) or a difference of 10% or
more between the current and new obligation (15 VSA 783 (a)(5))

5) Frequency With Which Reviews
are Conducted

Every 3 years for PA cases; at the request of either NPA parent at
any time. (45 CFR 303.8)

6) Criteria for Review At least 35 months since order established or last reviewed;   PA,
Medicaid only, or IV-E Foster Care case without request; NPA
case with request; NCP not in locate, not ANFC or SSI or
incarcerated or institutionalized; case not in waiver status; has
current support obligation (not arrears only), and there’s at least a
year and a half before termination of the order.  (OCS Procedures
Manual Section 2402.A)

7) Criteria for Adjustment Real, substantial or unanticipated change in circumstances; 10%
or more change in obligation amount. (15 VSA 660, 783)

H.  MULTIPLE ORDERS
ENFORCEMENT AND MODIFICATION

1) Controlling Order Vermont not yet a UIFSA state.

2) Date of Controlling Order

3) If No Controlling Order

4) Arrears Procedure



I.    Documentation Required to Initiate Requests

ACTION REQUESTED DOCUMENTS NEEDED # of
Copies
of
each
docu-
ment

Certifi-
cation
required
for each
docu-
ment
*See
below

Establishment of Paternity and
Support

General Testimony, C.S. Enforcement
Transmittal, Uniform Support Petition, Paternity
Affidavit for each child, Medical Support
Information, CP’s telephone number

3 C

Enforcement of Responding State's
Order

C.S. Enforcement Transmittal, Uniform Support
Petition, 3 Court orders, Medical Support
Information, CP’s telephone number

3 C

Modification of Responding States'
Orders

C. S. Enforcement Transmittal, Uniform Support
Petition, General Testimony, 3 Court Orders,
Medical Support Information, CP’s telephone
number

3 C

Administrative Enforcement of
Another States' Order

Only if wage garnishment. C.S. Enforcement
Transmittal, Uniform Support Petition, Court
order

1 C

Registration for Enforcement of
Another States' Order

Do not register for enforcement

Collection of Arrearages in
Multiple Orders

C.S. Enforcement Transmittal, Uniform Support
Petition, General Testimony, page 4 e (arrears
affidavit),3 cert. copies of all court orders, CP’s
phone number

3 C

Uniform Enforcement of Foreign
Judgments Act

  15 VSA 385

Modification of Another State's
Order

C.S. Enforcement Trans., Uniform Support
Petition, General Testimony, Court Orders (can
modify only if neither party is in initiating
state), Medical Support Information, CP’s
telephone number

3 C

Status Update on an Existing
Interstate Case

C.S. Enforcement Transmittal

Assistance/Discovery C.S. Enforcement Transmittal, Uniform Support
Petition

Quick Locate Locate Data Sheet

Note: We need the Certificate and Order for all states that have not enacted UIFSA
legislation, except for Administrative Enforcement.

*A= Notarization by Notary Public;  B= Certification by signature of agency official;
C= Certification by signature of court official; D= Others (please specify);
E= Certification not required



J.   State Contact Chart

ASSISTANCE NEEDED CONTACT

Name, Title, Address, Phone, Fax, E-mail (include 800 if
applicable)

Address for all is:

Office of Child Support

103 S. Main St.

Waterbury, VT 05671-1901

Fax for all is: 802-244-1483

State Information Agent

Central Registry Cindy Griffith, Registry Manager

802-241-2888

Interstate Policy Contact (if different) Pat Van Schaick, Interstate Supervisor

802-241-2891

Contact for Information Regarding Your
States Long Arm Statute and Process

Pat Van Schaick, Interstate Supervisor

802-241-2891

Contact for Information Regarding
Collection and Distribution (State level)

Barbara Towne, Cash Receipts Unit Supervisor

802-241-3857

Contact to Obtain Payment Records Pat Van Schaick, Interstate Supervisor

802-241-2891

Contact to Obtain Copy of Order Mary Brown, Records Center Supervisor

802-241-2230

Contact for States Using Their Long Arm
Statutes or Continuing Exclusive
Jurisdiction (no “case” in your State) for

• Service of Process

      (private process server? If so , list)

Marcey Hodgdon

802-241-2769

• Genetic Testing

      ( e.g. assistance with interstate

        teleconferencing)

Pam Perky, Genetic Testing Coordinator

802-241-3230



New Hire Reporting Contact Cindy Griffith, Registry Manager

802-241-2888

Employer Assistance Contact Cindy Griffith, Registry Manager

802-241-2888

Telephone Number for Automated
Interstate Case Status Requests

(if any)

1-800-786-3214

Telephone Number for Automated
Interstate Case Payment Requests

(if any)

1-800-786-3214

Privatization Contact None


